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      About UNESCO Thesaurus


      The UNESCO Thesaurus is a controlled and structured list of concepts used in subject analysis and retrieval of documents and publications in the fields of education, culture, natural sciences, social and human sciences, communication and information. Continuously enriched and updated, its multidisciplinary terminology reflects the evolution of UNESCO's programmes and activities.


    The first edition of the Thesaurus was released in English in 1977, with French and Spanish translations in 1983 and 1984. The second revised and restructured version was released in 1995. Today the Thesaurus is available in English, French, Spanish, Russian (since 2005) and Arabic (since 2020).

    
    Concepts are grouped into 7 broad subject areas which are broken down into microthesauri. The UNESCO Thesaurus is compliant with the ISO 25964 standard. For more information on the structure of the thesaurus and its historical background please consult the thesaurus introduction.


    The UNESCO Thesaurus is mainly used for indexing and searching resources in UNESCO’s document repository.

    


    
      Use, Share, Contribute

      
      To enable wider re-use and better interoperability the UNESCO Thesaurus has been published as a SKOS dataset available according to the Linked Open Data principles.


    The UNESCO Thesaurus can be searched and browsed in an intuitive way. The latest version of the Thesaurus is available for download and view in various formats. Furthermore, it is accessible through a SPARQL endpoint. Previous versions are stored and can be made available on request, to allow backward compatibility with applications using earlier versions.


    License


    The UNESCO Thesaurus is published under open access. Please use the following attribution text when reusing it: "This [title of dataset or report or article] contains information from The UNESCO Thesaurus which is made available by UNESCO under the CC-BY-SA 3.0 IGO license."


    Feedback


    If you want to contribute to the Thesaurus please send us your suggestions using the feedback form.


    Mailing-list


    If you wish to be kept informed about new releases, please subscribe to the mailing list.



    

    

  




            
                  

    

            
  

  




















  



 

  